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Keystone offers an accelerated PK3 – 12 curriculum that
provides motivated students with a nationally recognized,
well-rounded educational experience in a supportive,
inclusive environment that encourages

Academic Excellence
Ethical Growth
Community Involvement
Responsible Leadership
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A MESSAGE FROM THE HEAD OF SCHOOL
A culture of mutual respect and high expectations

At its heart, Keystone embodies hard work, high expectations, and joyful learning. The culture at Keystone
challenges and nurtures students; that combination then brings out the best in each child. Every day at Keystone,
students learn subjects and strengthen skills that enable them to succeed in college and beyond.
Perhaps this is part of the reason why in 2006, the College Board named Keystone the “best school in the world,”
and is why different rankings consistently name Keystone the premier private school in San Antonio, among the
best in Texas, and in the top tier in the United States.
With students consistently advancing to the International Science & Engineering Fair, some people know us
as a STEM school. However, Keystone is also a school for the humanities, with professional-caliber theatrical
productions and multiple students honored annually in the Scholastic Arts and Writing Awards.
At Keystone, we understand that in today’s world, it’s not enough to be academically exceptional and creative. We
also want our students to be good people which is why we teach them to apply what they learn in the classroom to
the greater world. We encourage them to be academically excellent, and ethical and responsible citizens devoted
to improving the lives of others. In addition, as one of the most diverse independent schools in Texas, we celebrate
the broad array of backgrounds, talents, and interests in our community.
This is part of what makes this school such a special place. Keystone offers a high-level academic program in a
warm and caring setting that challenges and supports children and teens to be the best students and the most
caring people they can be. We are proud of the people they are, and we look forward to observing the young
women and men they will become. We hope you will visit our campus in person so you can see the Keystone
difference for yourself.
Sincerely,

William B. Handmaker
Head of School
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OUR FACULTY

79 FACULTY MEMBERS

41%

Hold Advanced Degrees

20
Years

Average Professional
Experience in Education

OUR STUDENTS
More than

60%

FROM 50 DIFFERENT ZIP CODES
IN THE SAN ANTONIO AREA

of Color

Aprox.

10%
4
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of Families Receive
Tuition Assistance

COLLEGE MATRICULATION
Since 2016, Keystone graduates matriculated to the following colleges and universities:
American University
Amherst College
Austin College
Barnard College
Bates College
Bennington College
Boston University
Brandeis University
Brigham Young University
Bryn Mawr College
Carleton College
Carnegie Mellon University
Case Western Reserve University
Claremont McKenna College
Clarkson University
Columbia College Chicago
Columbia University
Cornell University
Davidson College
Elon University
Emerson College
Emory University
Franklin University Switzerland
Franklin W. Olin College of Engineering
Furman University
George Washington University
Georgetown University
Georgia Institute of Technology
Hamilton College
Harvard College
Haverford College
Indiana University-Bloomington
Ithaca College

Johns Hopkins University
Knox College
Lewis & Clark College
Macalester College
Mills College
Montana State University
Mount Holyoke College
New York University
Northeastern University
Northwestern University
Occidental College
Pomona College
Pratt Institute
Reed College
Rice University
Rochester Institute of Technology
Rose-Hulman Institute of Technology
Rutgers University-New Brunswick
Saint Louis University
Sarah Lawrence College
Seattle University
Smith College
Southern Methodist University
Southwestern University
Stanford University
Syracuse University
Texas A&M University-College Station
Texas A&M University-Galveston
Texas Christian University
Texas State University
Trinity College Dublin
Trinity University
Tufts University

Tulane University
United States Air Force Academy
United States Military Academy at West Point
University of Alabama
University of California-Berkeley
University of California-Los Angeles
University of Chicago
University of Colorado Boulder
University of Edinburgh
University of Florida
University of Houston
University of Kansas
University of Massachusetts, Amherst
University of Minnesota, Twin Cities
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill
University of North Texas
University of Notre Dame
University of Pennsylvania
University of Southern California
University of Texas at Austin
University of Texas at Dallas
University of Texas at San Antonio
University of Toronto
University of Virginia
Ursinus College
Vanderbilt University
Virginia Commonwealth University
Wagner College
Washington University in St Louis
Wesleyan University
Yale University

Our graduating senior classes typically receive in excess of $7 million per year in merit
scholarships or need-based grants -- an average of about $300,000 per student.
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ACADEMIC
EXCELLENCE
Academic Excellence lies at the heart of what makes Keystone
different. Students work hard, achieve intellectually, and
learn deeply. Students ask questions, pursue knowledge,
and love learning. The accelerated curriculum begins in
kindergarten, where teachers nurture students to build on
their natural inquisitiveness. That work continues through
Lower School and into Middle School, where their academic

1404

Mean composite SAT
for Class of 2020

and personal journeys often extend into traditional high
school work.
In Upper School, we teach students how to frame questions,
find answers, and think broadly. Upper School students
balance a demanding course load that includes several AP
classes, and many students advance to college with more

32

Mean composite ACT
for Class of 2020

than a semester’s work behind them.
Here, strong students learn from superior teachers and
each other, in a supportive and challenging environment,
where our tradition and expectation of excellence provide a
place where students can do their best work — and push to
do even better.
Partnerships with organizations that include UTSA, Trinity
University and NASA, provide children with additional
academic opportunities beyond the Keystone campus.
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AP

86

Percentage of
Keystone students
scoring 3 or higher
on AP exams in 2020

ETHICAL GROWTH
At Keystone, we equip children to use
their knowledge and skills to make a
positive difference in the world.
This starts in pre-kindergarten at the Little School. There, the
youngest students use a simple thumbs up/thumbs down
program for our youngest students to reinforce ethical behavior.
As they advance to Lower School, children engage with a socialemotional learning curriculum and mindfulness training.
Middle School students develop and build upon those lessons to
develop supportive and caring relationships with each other and
their teachers and learn how to identify, counteract and prevent
inappropriate behavior.
In Upper School, where discussions can often turn intense, our
students learn how to disagree on ideas while valuing each other
as individuals.
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RESPONSIBLE LEADERSHIP
We want students to understand that they can serve as leaders, no matter their age or
position, and they can be leaders for good.
Fourth Grade and Middle School leadership programs develop communication skills,
problem solving, decision making, and sharing responsibility with peers and adults. They
work in teams to plan events that include a Halloween Program, Admissions Open House,
dances, and the end of the year 8th grade recognition ceremony.
Keystone’s National Honor Society chapter emphasizes character and leadership, as well
as grades. The Junior Class plans, organizes and runs one of Keystone’s most beloved
traditions on Valentine’s Day. Upper School students help organize and run an annual Girls
Global Summit, and help develop curricula for Global Nomada, a worldwide nonprofit.
The Diversity, Equity and Inclusivity Council brings Upper School students, teachers and
administrators together to identify ways where Keystone can become an even more
diverse, equitable, and inclusive community for all individuals.
The Wellness Council gives students a voice in planning events focused on living a healthy
lifestyle so that they are being well while doing well.
Young people at Keystone learn how to lead others in programs and events here on
campus and out in the community. Here, students look inside themselves to develop the
skills to lead others.
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COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT
Today’s children are growing up in an interconnected world, where seemingly far away events can quickly affect their lives. More than ever before,
we live in a community with others, and we teach students that they have the opportunity and the responsibility to make the world a better place.

Students learn they can make a difference even in small ways:
Little School students collect canned
food for the local food bank, and learn
about making a difference through the
Helping Hands program.

In Upper School, the Class of 2021 donated the money they
raised for their prom instead to the San Antonio Food Bank,
and other members of that class volunteered at polling sites
during the presidential election. Individually and in groups,
In the Lower School,

students held clothing drives for Latin American refugees,

young people collect

translated French documents for the Holocaust Memorial

books for children in

Museum, packed boxes at the Food Bank, worked at the

other countries.

Battered Women and Children’s Shelter and tutored younger
students at SA Youth. NHS members lead drives to gather

Middle School students conduct a signature service project
where they purchase toys for a nonprofit, which sells them
for a nominal price to the families it serves. Students also
collect canned goods, books, and some begin to create their
own service projects.

much-needed supplies for others, including canned food,
clothing, books and women’s hygiene products.
Throughout the different divisions, we have a large contingent
of students walk in annual events, including the Martin Luther
King Jr. March, the Cesar Chávez March and the Leukemia and
Lymphoma Society’s annual Light the Night walk.

K E YSTONE SCHOOL
K E YSTONE SCHOOL

9

EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES
Keystone offers an array of activities and clubs for students to explore interests, achieve outside
the classroom, demonstrate leadership and to try something new. Among the organizations:
•

Academic World Quest
Competition

•

Debate Club

•

Dungeons And Dragons

•

Foreign Language Club

•

Key Club

•

The Keynote newspaper

•

Literary Magazine

•

Model United Nations

•

National Honor Society

•

Quiz Bowl

•

Science Fair

•

Stone Soul

(original music and poetry
in a non-competitive
environment)

•

Student Council

•

Wellness Council

•

Yearbook

When students want to start a new club, we help them through the process so they can
create a place of their own.
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OUTDOOR EDUCATION
One of the most profound expressions of the Keystone Experience takes place in the
Outdoor Education program.
From Grades 5-12, students travel together in age-appropriate settings,
where they take in wildlife environments, build more independence, strengthen
teamwork and sometimes discover a new passion.
In 5th through 7th Grade, students go on short, one- to two-night

overnight trips to various locations around Texas studying natural phenomena and
indigenous environments, while challenging themselves physically and developing
skills to enrich and lead teams.
In 8th Grade, students and teachers go to Yellowstone National Park where
they learn about geology, ecology, and wildlife.
In Upper School, students travel to:

9th - Olympic National Park
10th - Yosemite National Park
11th - Washington DC and the Shenandoah Valley
12th - Florida Gulf Coast
Each destination offers its own unique ecospheres, histories, and subjects for study.
In all of our Outdoor Education trips, students have plenty of time to express their
thoughts while journaling, and to just have some fun.
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ATHLETICS
If you excel at a sport or if you simply want to try one, there’s room for you at
Keystone. Coaches work hard to make team sports meaningful for those who
play against high-level competition, as well those who are playing a sport for
the first time.
At a small school like Keystone, everyone has an opportunity to play. Although
we are known primarily as an academic school, students give athletic
competition their all. In recent years, Keystone’s teams in volleyball, tennis,
and girls’ basketball have advanced to state competitions. Keystone routinely
lands several students in Academic All-State and All-District lists.
Some of our graduates go on to play sports in college, including on the Division
1 level, and some join college club sports or gain an appreciation of lifelong
fitness. Others cheer for their fellow Cobras from the sidelines or stands.

Whatever level of athletic interest
and talent you bring, there’s a
place for you at Keystone.
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THE ARTS AT KEYSTONE
At Keystone, we know that a sense of wonder and creativity are qualities
that enrich lives far beyond classes and exams, so we make sure students
have opportunities to develop their own artistic capabilities.
Hands-on learning at the Little School includes time in creativity centers
and in exploring visual and musical arts projects. As children move
through Keystone, they learn musical literacy in music class and explore
different visual arts techniques in art class. Each grade in Lower School
performs a musical, while students in Middle and Upper School take on
stage productions under the direction of our drama teachers, who are
working actors and bring the perspective of practitioners to the lessons
of stagecraft.
Beginning in Middle School, students learn the basics of digital art and
build on that knowledge as they progress through the academic program.
Every year, Keystone students earn regional and national recognition
in the Scholastic Art & Writing Awards for their prose, poetry and visual
works of imagination.
Upper School students create a Literary Magazine that routinely receives
accolades, and Stone Soul offers a student-run open performance evening
that provides a safe space for students to share their performing talents.
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AFFORDING KEYSTONE
Our program not only maintains high standards in extracurriculars and academics, but we
also work as efficiently as possible to keep Keystone as affordable as possible.
For families whose children have been admitted, we offer Tuition Assistance to help qualifying
parents invest in their children’s futures. At Keystone, we recognize and celebrate the socioeconomic diversity that enriches classroom education and all students’ lives.
We encourage families who feel they may qualify to apply for assistance.

Learn more at:
keystoneschool.org/affording-keystone/
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HOW TO APPLY

Step 01

Step 02

Create an account and begin an application.

Arrange a visit to campus, either in person or virtually.

Step 03

Step 04

Prepare your transcripts, teacher

Submit online. Applicants to the Little School and

recommendation, standardized test results

Kindergarten are notified in late January. For other grades,

and supplemental information.

we have rolling admissions, depending on availability.

Tell Us About Yourself

Gather Your Information

Visit

Complete Your Application

Learn more at:
keystoneschool.org/apply-now/
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119 E. Craig Place
San Antonio, TX 78212
www.KeystoneSchool.org
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