
10th Grade English Summer Reading 2022 

Your summer reading for sophomore English consists of two novels, one required and one which you 
choose from lists I have provided.  You may want to purchase hard copies since annotating will be part 
of the assignment related to the reading.  You will use both books during the first few weeks of school 
for assignments, activities, and discussions. 

In order to prepare for the work we will do with these texts, you should annotate as you read.  In simple 
terms, you should process each text by writing strategically in your book, which will also help you locate 
specific elements of the text during future work.  See the instructions at the end of this handout if you 
need hints about the annotation process.   

REQUIRED READING:   

Run by Ann Patchett:  Try to use the following paperback: Harper Perennial, ISBN 978-0-06-
134064-2 

About Run:  

Since their mother's death, Tip and Teddy Doyle have been raised by their loving, possessive, 
and ambitious father. As the former mayor of Boston, Bernard Doyle wants to see his sons in 
politics, a dream the boys have never shared. But when an argument in a blinding New England 
snowstorm inadvertently causes an accident that involves a stranger and her child, all Bernard 
Doyle cares about is his ability to keep his children--all his children--safe. 

Set over a period of twenty-four hours, Run takes us from the Museum of Comparative Zoology 
at Harvard to a home for retired Catholic Priests in downtown Boston. It shows us how worlds 
of privilege and poverty can coexist only blocks apart from each other, and how family can 
include people you've never even met.  Ann Patchett illustrates the humanity that connects 
disparate lives, weaving several stories into one surprising and endlessly moving narrative. 
Suspenseful and stunningly executed, Run is ultimately a novel about secrets, duty, 
responsibility, and the lengths we will go to protect our children. (From Amazon.com)  
 
******************************************************************* 
 
Possible Choice Books: 
 
Delia Clark, Where the Crawdads Sing 
For years, rumors of the “Marsh Girl” have haunted Barkley Cove, a quiet town on the North 
Carolina coast. So in late 1969, when handsome Chase Andrews is found dead, the locals 
immediately suspect Kya Clark, the so-called Marsh Girl. But Kya is not what they say. Sensitive 
and intelligent, she has survived for years alone in the marsh that she calls home, finding 
friends in the gulls and lessons in the sand. Then the time comes when she yearns to be 
touched and loved. When two young men from town become intrigued by her wild beauty, Kya 
opens herself to a new life—until the unthinkable happens. Where the Crawdads Sing is at once 
an exquisite ode to the natural world, a heartbreaking coming-of-age story, and a surprising 



tale of possible murder. Owens reminds us that we are forever shaped by the children we once 
were, and that we are all subject to the beautiful and violent secrets that nature keeps. (From 
Amazon.com) 
 
John Le Carré, The Spy Who Came in From the Cold 
In the shadow of the newly erected Berlin Wall, Alec Leamas watches as his last agent is shot 
dead by East German sentries. For Leamas, the head of Berlin Station, the Cold War is over. As 
he faces the prospect of retirement or worse—a desk job—Control offers him a unique 
opportunity for revenge. Assuming the guise of an embittered and dissolute ex-agent, Leamas is 
set up to trap Mundt, the deputy director of the East German Intelligence Service—with himself 
as the bait. In the background is George Smiley, ready to make the game play out just as 
Control wants. Setting a standard that has never been surpassed, The Spy Who Came in from 
the Cold is a devastating tale of duplicity and espionage. (From Amazon.com) 
 
Shirley Jackson, The Haunting of Hill House 
First published in 1959, Shirley Jackson's The Haunting of Hill House has been hailed as a perfect 
work of unnerving terror. It is the story of four seekers who arrive at a notoriously unfriendly 
pile called Hill House: Dr. Montague, an occult scholar looking for solid evidence of a 
"haunting"; Theodora, his lighthearted assistant; Eleanor, a friendless, fragile young woman 
well acquainted with poltergeists; and Luke, the future heir of Hill House. At first, their stay 
seems destined to be merely a spooky encounter with inexplicable phenomena. But Hill House 
is gathering its powers—and soon it will choose one of them to make its own. (From 
Amazon.com) 
 
George Orwell, 1984 
Winston Smith toes the Party line, rewriting history to satisfy the demands of the Ministry of 
Truth. With each lie he writes, Winston grows to hate the Party that seeks power for its own 
sake and persecutes those who dare to commit thoughtcrimes. But as he starts to think for 
himself, Winston can’t escape the fact that Big Brother is always watching. A startling and 
haunting novel, 1984 creates an imaginary world that is completely convincing from start to 
finish. No one can deny the novel’s hold on the imaginations of whole generations, or the 
power of its admonitions—a power that seems to grow, not lessen, with the passage of time. 
(From Amazon.com) 
 ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
The above list includes books that are excellent options for your second summer book; 
however, you are free to choose another high-quality book, based on your interests and 
reading preferences.  To assist you in your search for books to read, I recommend starting with 
lists of titles selected by reputable literary organizations:  American Library Association/Young 
Adult Library Services Association; Public Libraries; National Public Radio; Book Stores; 
Organizations which award literary prizes such as the Pulitzer or the Nobel.  These lists are not 
exhaustive, nor are they the only lists available.  As always when choosing a book, you may 
want to consult with your family or friends and read reviews, synopses, and the first few pages 
of the text.   The overarching goal is for you to enjoy the reading and be challenged by it, so 
make your selections thoughtfully.   



 
Most of the work for the second summer book will be completed in small groups once the 
school year begins.  Consequently, there is a process in place to ensure that multiple students 
read each text.  You should select several titles that interest you and then complete the Google 
Form by June 8 (See the QR code) to indicate your preferences.  I will assign texts to students 
and communicate the selections through email by June 15.   
 

                                               
 
 
HINTS FOR ANNOTATING A TEXT:  
Annotating is a way of processing as you read.  It helps you actively engage with the text, and it 
will allow you to find important passages quickly in the future.  You need to find an annotation 
method that works for you.  Here are some suggestions: 
 
Annotating a text involves two steps: 

1. Marking (underlining, circling, bracketing, starring, etc…) 
2. Writing marginal notes—commenting on what you have marked and why; if you 

prefer to keep notes (by page number) in a separate notebook, that is fine.   
Potential Topics for Annotation: 

• Literary Elements: Plot Structure, Characters, Conflicts, Setting, Point of View, 
Foreshadowing, Symbols, Themes, Irony 

• Signposts:  Motifs (Recurring elements), Epiphanies (“AHA Moments” for 
characters), Incongruities (inconsistencies, contradictions), Tough Questions (as 
characters struggle with issues), Memory Moments (characters reveal important 
memories),  Words of the Wiser (mentor character offers advice) 

• Writer’s Craft:  Diction, Sentence Structure, Details, Imagery 
• Your Response as a Reader: What am I enjoying about the text? What is confusing? 

What does a specific word mean? What do I think is going to happen next? What 
ideas are resonating with me?  What connections am I making with events and/or 
stories outside the text?  
 

Have a great summer!  I’ll see you August 17, 2022!   
dhall@keystoneschool.org 


