
                                                                                                                                     2022 

1 
 

Summer Reading List 
Eighth Grade 

 
 

In preparation for our work together next year, you will read two books this summer—The Book Thief and a 
book of your choice. Of course, you are encouraged to read additional books!   
 

The list later in this document includes books that have been specifically selected because of their compatibility 
with the learning objectives of the course and with the topic of our first unit: “Meeting Our Mission: Diversity 
and Inclusion.” However, you are free to choose another high-quality book, based on your interests and reading 
preferences. To assist you in your search for books to read, I also have included a few links that offer titles 
selected by reputable literary organizations. They include a range of texts, both fiction and nonfiction, that 
should appeal to middle-school students. While readers of differing ages may read and enjoy the same text, 
some of these lists are divided by grade level to provide you some guidance in making your selection. As always 
when choosing a book, you may want to consult with your family or friends and read reviews, synopses, and the 
first few pages of the text. In addition, you may e-mail me if you want to discuss your book choice. If after 
beginning a book, you discover that it deals with issues or contains events that trouble you, talk with your 
family. Remember, too, that you may abandon a book and choose another. The overarching goal is for you to 
enjoy the reading and be challenged by it, so make your selections thoughtfully.   
 

You will use both books during the first few weeks of school for assignments, activities, and/or discussions, so 
please purchase paper copies of the books.  Do not use e-books.  
 
Whole-Class Text and Assignment: 

 

As noted above, everyone will read The Book Thief by Markus Zusak (preferred ISBN 978-0-3758-4220-7). Set in 
a tense and dangerous historical era, the novel is about the power of words to both destroy and comfort. As you 
read, annotate your text. In addition, mark passages or sentences that interest you. These passages may 
describe events that seem important to a particular character, that move a portion of the story forward, that 
help you understand some portion of the book, or that are crafted in a way that captures your attention. You 
will want to flag these passages as you will return to them after completing the novel. 
 
Summer Assignment for The Book Thief, due on the first day of class (Please bring a paper copy of your typed 
assignment with you.): Look back at the passages or sentences that you marked.  Select three to five that you 
think are critical for understanding the text. Each passage should come from a different part (beginning, middle, 
and end) of the book. Write about each of the excerpts you have chosen in any of the following ways, realizing 
that the way you respond will depend upon the individual passages: 
 

1. Explain how the information in the passage relates to a significant action, character, or idea in the text. 
In other words, point out an important connection that you made to another portion of the text while 
reading or rereading this section. 

2. Discuss the symbolism of an object or an allusion (literary or historical) in the passage. 
3. Identify and explain the significance of a notice and note fiction signpost (incongruity, epiphany, tough 

question, mentor archetype, motif, memory moment/flashback). 
4. Analyze Zusak’s use of figurative language, syntax, or diction in a specific passage in the text. 

 
Be certain to include the passage and page number in your typed response. Demonstrate what you know about 
writing about literature and documenting sources.  
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Choice Texts 
 

Take the time to select a book you will enjoy from the attached list or choose another from the links provided.  
Talk with your parents and friends.  Read the descriptions on the attached list and preview the opening pages of 
the books that interest you. Of course, if you cannot decide, read them all!  
 

You will complete several assignments on the text you choose from this list during the opening weeks of school.  
Because you will read the book in the summer and complete assignments when school begins, you will want to 
do the things good readers do to remember what they have read.  Two particularly helpful strategies follow:  
 

! Write a short summary at the end of each chapter to help you find information for assignments 
when school starts. 

! Annotate the text for character traits and development.  
 
 

Please note that these are suggestions to help you be successful. These are not required assignments. You may 
choose other strategies that work better for you. Just know that you will write a paper on this text, so choose a 
strategy that will help you easily locate significant events and passages related to characters. 
 

Adams, Richard. Watership Down. 
Set in England's Downs, a once idyllic rural landscape, this stirring tale of adventure, courage and survival follows 
a band of very special creatures on their flight from the intrusion of man and the certain destruction of their 
home. Led by a stouthearted pair of friends, they journey forth from their native Sandleford Warren through the 
harrowing trials posed by predators and adversaries, to a mysterious promised land and a more perfect society.  

From Goodreads 
 

Ahmed, Samira. Love, Hate, and Other Filters.  
Seventeen-year-old Maya Aziz is torn between worlds. There is the proper one her parents expect for their good 
Indian daughter: attending a college close to their suburban Chicago home and being paired off with an older 
Muslim boy her mom deems “suitable.” And then there is the world of her dreams: going to film school and 
living in New York City—and pursuing a boy she’s known from afar since grade school. 
 

But in the aftermath of a horrific crime perpetrated hundreds of miles away, her life is turned upside down. The 
community she has known since birth becomes unrecognizable; neighbors and classmates are consumed with 
fear, bigotry, and hatred.                                               From BarnesandNoble.com 
 
 

Brunt, Carol Rifka. Tell the Wolves I’m Home. 
Only one person has ever truly understood fourteen-year-old June Elbus, and that’s her uncle, the renowned 
painter Finn Weiss. Shy at school and distant from her older sister, June can only be herself in Finn’s company; 
he is her godfather, confidant, and best friend. When he dies, far too young, of an illness her mother can barely 
speak about, June’s world is turned upside down. But Finn’s death brings a surprise acquaintance into June’s 
life—someone who will help her to heal and to question what she thinks she knows about Finn, her family, and 
even her own heart.                          From BarnesandNoble.com 
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Donnelly, Jennifer.  A Northern Light. 
Mattie Gokey has a word for everything. She collects words, stores them up as a way of fending off the hard 
truths of her life, the truths that she can't write down in stories. The fresh pain of her mother's death. The 
burden of raising her sisters while her father struggles over his brokeback farm. The mad welter of feelings 
Mattie has for handsome but dull Royal Loomis, who says he wants to marry her. And the secret dreams that 
keep her going—visions of finishing high school, going to college in New York City, becoming a writer. Yet when 
the drowned body of a young woman turns up at the hotel where Mattie works, all her words are useless. But in 
the dead woman's letters, Mattie again finds her voice. . .Set in 1906 and based on a true event, this coming-of-
age novel effortlessly weaves romance, history, and a murder mystery into something moving and wholly 
original.                    From BarnesandNoble.com 
 
 

Kidd, Sue. The Secret Life of Bees.  
It's 1964, the year of the Civil Rights Act, in Sylvan, S.C. Fourteen-year-old Lily is on the lam with motherly 
servant Rosaleen, fleeing both Lily's abusive father T. Ray and the police who battered Rosaleen for defending 
her new right to vote. Lily is also fleeing memories, particularly her jumbled recollection of [her mother’s death]. 
Among her mother's possessions, Lily finds a picture of a black Virgin Mary with "Tiburon, S.C." on the back so, 
blindly, she and Rosaleen head there. It turns out that the town is headquarters of Black Madonna Honey, 
produced by three middle-aged black sisters, August, June and May Boatwright. The "Calendar sisters" take in 
the fugitives, putting Lily to work in the honey house, where for the first time in years she's happy. But August, 
clearly the queen bee of the Boatwrights, keeps asking Lily searching questions. Faced with so ideally maternal a 
figure as August, most girls would babble uncontrollably. But Lily is a budding writer, desperate to connect yet 
fiercely protective of her secret interior life.                                                From Publishers Weekly 
 
 

Knowles, John.  A Separate Peace. 
Gene was a lonely, introverted intellectual. Phineas was a handsome, taunting, daredevil athlete. What 
happened between them at school one summer during the early years of World War II is the subject of A 
Separate Peace, one of the most starkly moving parables ever written of the dark forces that brood over the 
tortured world of adolescence.               From School Library Journal 
 
 

Reynolds, Jason, and Brandan Kiely. All American Boys. 
Rashad Butler, a quiet, artistic teen, ends up the victim of an unwarranted arrest and police brutality, an event 
his white schoolmate Quinn Collins witnesses in terrified disbelief. As events unfold, both boys are forced to 
confront the knowledge that racism in America has not disappeared and that change will not come unless they 
step forward. Reynolds and Kiely’s collaborative effort deftly explores the aftermath of police brutality, 
addressing the fear, confusion, and anger that affects entire communities.   

From Ashleigh Williams, School Library Journal 
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Links to Additional Books Centering on Issues of Diversity and Inclusion 
 
NNSTOY  
In 2017, The National Network of State Teachers of the Year published the Social Justice Booklist, a compilation 
of books, PK-12, that reflect the diverse perspectives of our nation’s students. In the introduction, University of 
Phoenix Dean of Multicultural Affairs Angie Williams expresses the hope that the publication “inspires children 
to be who they are unapologetically all while promoting kindness, activism, justice, and rights for all.” 
 
Social Justice Books for Teens - The Seattle Public Library 
Curated by Chicago Public Library's Teen Services librarians and published by the Seattle Public Library, this list 
contains books familiar to many of our middle and upper school students, such as The Hate U Give by Angie 
Thomas; we trust it will also introduce them to new authors and titles. 
 
22 Diverse Book Choices for All Grade Levels 
According to Edutopia Executive Editor Tom Berger, this list seeks to “reflect human diversity in the broadest 
sense, addressing race and ethnicity, religion, sexual identity, socioeconomic status, and other special 
circumstances.” Edutopia is an affiliate of the George Lucas Educational Foundation. 
 
Social Justice Books – Young Adult Fiction  
In response to the wide diversity gap in publishing, the non-profit organization Teaching for Change identifies 
and promotes multicultural and social justice books for young adults.  
 
Race/Ethnicity - Young Adult Literature - Research Guides at California State University, Long Beach 
Published by California State University at Long Beach, this list contains award-winning books: Coretta Scott King 
Award (recognizes outstanding African American authors and illustrators of books for children and young adults 
that demonstrate an appreciation of African American culture and universal human values), Asian/Pacific 
American Award for Literature (recognizes individual work about Asian/Pacific Americans and their heritage, 
based on literary and artistic merit), Pura Belpré Award (Presented annually to a Latino/Latina writer and 
illustrator whose work best portrays, affirms, and celebrates the Latino cultural experience in an outstanding 
work of literature for children and youth), Tomas Rivera Book Award (honors authors and illustrators who create 
literature that depicts the Mexican American experience, Middle East Book Award (recognizes quality books for 
children and young adults that contribute meaningfully to an understanding of the Middle East and its 
component societies and cultures), American Indian Youth Literature Awards (identifies and honors the very 
best writing and illustrations by and about American Indians) 
 
NBGS Lists - CL/R SIG     
Notable Books for a Global Society: Annually, a committee of the Children’s Literature and Reading Specialist 
Interest Group of the International Library Association selects twenty-five outstanding books for enhancing 
student understanding of people and culture throughout the world.  The committee reviews books representing 
all genres intended for students K-12. 
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Note:  Plagiarism 
As with all the work you will do for this class, your summer reading assignments and notes must be your own. 
You are required to read each assigned work carefully, thoughtfully, and entirely. Plagiarism, whether from 
commercially prepared notes, the Internet, or another student’s work, constitutes cheating and will result in a 
zero on the assignment and notification of parents and the head of the middle school. The work assigned for this 
class should be your honest and diligent response to the texts. Your thinking matters.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
If you have any questions regarding your assignment, you may e-mail me at 
ctyroff@keystoneschool.org. I check e-mail weekly during the summer. I look 
forward to discussing these books with you when school begins in August. In the 
meantime, have a good summer and happy reading!                                

 —Mrs. Tyroff               


