
9th Grade English Summer Reading 2022

Why do we read? Some of you might say that you read because it is a requirement for
school. However, most of us read at the intersection of a variety of reasons–
entertainment, learning, communication, reflection, growth, connection. We are going to
spend some time in class next year considering this question, so as you complete your
assignment this summer, please begin thinking about what it is that you are actually
doing: what is happening in your mind, your body, and your spirit as your eyes scan the
words on the pages of your books, and in what ways might your life change as a result?

You will read at least two books for English this summer--Life of Pi and a book of your
choice. Of course, you are encouraged to read as many books as you can!

The list later in this document includes books that have been specifically selected because
of their compatibility with the objectives of the course and are excellent options for your
second summer book. However, you are free to choose another high-quality book, based
on your interests and reading preferences. To assist you in your search for books to read, I
recommend starting with lists of titles selected by reputable literary organizations
(American Library Association / Young Adult Library Services Association; Public
Libraries; National Public Radio; Book Stores; Awards Organizations like Pulitzer or
Nobel). Please understand that these lists are not exhaustive, nor are these the only lists
available.

As always when choosing a book, you may want to consult with your family or friends
and read reviews, synopses, and the first few pages of the text. In addition, you may
email me at blawrence@keystoneschool.org if you have any questions. The overarching
goal is for you to enjoy the reading and be challenged by it, so make your selections
thoughtfully.

Most of the work for the second summer book will be completed in small groups once the
school year begins. Consequently, there is a process in place to ensure that multiple
students read each text. You should select several titles that interest you and then
complete the Google Form by June 8 (see the QR code below) to indicate your
preferences. I will assign texts to students and communicate the selections through email
by June 15. *You must be logged in as a Keystone student to access the form.*
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Please purchase paper copies of the books.  Do not use e-books. You will use both books
during the first few weeks of school for assignments, activities, and/or discussions.

You are required to read both books this summer--carefully, thoughtfully, and completely.
In order to prepare for the work we will do with these texts, you should annotate as you
read. In simple terms, you should process each text by writing strategically in your books.
See the instructions on the next page if you need hints about the annotation process. The
annotations themselves will not be graded--they will, however, help you locate specific
elements from each text during future work.

In addition to annotating both texts, you will have a test over Life of Pi during the first
week of school; the work for the second book will be assigned once school begins.

Required
Yann Martel, Life of Pi
After the sinking of a cargo ship, a solitary lifeboat remains bobbing on the wild blue
Pacific. The only survivors from the wreck are a sixteen-year-old boy named Pi, a hyena,
a wounded zebra, an orangutan—and a 450-pound tiger. The scene is set for one of the
most extraordinary and beloved works of fiction in recent years. (From Amazon.com)

Possible Choice Books
Julia Alvarez, In the Time of the Butterflies
It is November 25, 1960, and three beautiful sisters have been found near their wrecked
Jeep at the bottom of a 150-foot cliff on the north coast of the Dominican Republic. The
official state newspaper reports their deaths as accidental. It does not mention that a
fourth sister lives. Nor does it explain that the sisters were among the leading opponents
of Gen. Rafael Leónidas Trujillo’s dictatorship. It doesn’t have to. Everybody knows of
Las Mariposas--the Butterflies. In this extraordinary novel, the voices of all four
sisters--Minerva, Patria, María Teresa, and the survivor, Dedé--speak across the decades
to tell their own stories, from secret crushes to gunrunning, and to describe the everyday
horrors of life under Trujillo’s rule. Through the art and magic of Julia Alvarez’s
imagination, the martyred Butterflies live again in this novel of courage and love, and the
human costs of political oppression. (From Amazon.com)

Arthur Clarke, 2001: A Space Odyssey
This allegory about humanity’s exploration of the universe—and the universe’s reaction
to humanity—is a hallmark achievement in storytelling that follows the crew of the
spacecraft Discovery as they embark on a mission to Saturn. Their vessel is controlled by
HAL 9000, an artificially intelligent supercomputer capable of the highest level of
cognitive functioning that rivals—and perhaps threatens—the human mind. (From
Amazon.com)
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Amy Tan, The Joy Luck Club
Four mothers, four daughters, four families whose histories shift with the four winds
depending on who's "saying" the stories. In 1949, four Chinese women, recent
immigrants to San Francisco, begin meeting to eat dim sum, play mahjong, and talk.
United in shared unspeakable loss and hope, they call themselves the Joy Luck Club.
Rather than sink into tragedy, they choose to gather to raise their spirits and money. "To
despair was to wish back for something already lost. Or to prolong what was already
unbearable." Forty years later the stories and history continue. (From Amazon.com)

Alexander Dumas, The Count of Monte Cristo
Thrown in prison for a crime he has not committed, Edmond Dantes is confined to a grim
fortress. There he learns of a great hoard of treasure hidden on the Isle of Monte Cristo
and he becomes determined not only to escape, but also to unearth the treasure and use it
to plot the destruction of the three men responsible for his incarceration. NOTE: You may
use the abridged version (over 500 pages) or the unabridged version (over 1,000 pages).
(From Amazon.com)

Hints for Annotating a Text
Annotating is a way of processing as you read. It helps you actively engage with the text, and it
will allow you to find important passages quickly in the future. You need to find an annotation
method that works for you, but here are some suggestions.

Annotating a text involves two steps:
1. Marking (underlining, circling, bracketing, starring, etc.)
2. Writing marginal notes–commenting on what you have marked and why

o Some people prefer to keep notes (by page number) in a separate notebook, which
is fine.

Potential Topics for Annotation [these are just examples--you do not have to include all
these items--but you should strive for some variety, based on what you notice as you read]:

● Literary Elements: Plot Structure, Characters, Conflict, Setting, Point of View,
Foreshadowing, Symbols, Themes, Irony

● Signposts: Motifs (recurring elements), Epiphanies (“AHA” moments for characters),
Incongruity (inconsistencies / contradictions), Tough Questions (as characters struggle
with issues), Memory Moments (the author reveals important memories), Words of the
Wiser (mentor characters offer advice)

● Writer’s Craft: Diction, Sentence Structure, Details, Imagery
● Your Response as a Reader: What am I enjoying about the text? What is confusing me

and why? What information do I still need in order to fully understand the text? What
does a specific word mean? What do I think is going to happen next? What ideas are
resonating with me or making me think? What connections am I making with experiences
/ events / stories outside the text?
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